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abandoned the practice of publishing statements at regular monthly
intervals of our shipping losses, and I propose to continue this
salutary practice. But, apart from anything that may happen
during this afternoon, the last day of the month, I may make the
following statement to the House. The losses from enemy action
of British, Allied and neutral merchant ships during the quarter
July, August and September have been only one-third of those
losses during the quarter April, May and June. During the same
period our slaughter of enemy shipping, German and Italian, has
been increasing by leaps and bounds. In fact, it is about one and
a half times what it was in the previous three months. So we have
at one end a reduction in average monthly losses of about a third
and at the other an increase in the losses inflicted upon the enemy of
half as much again.
These important results enable us to take a more expansive
view of our import programme. Very few important ships carrying
munitions have been lost on the way. Our reserves of food stand
higher than they did at the outbreak of war, and far higher than a
year or eighteen months ago. The Minister of Food, who has a
pretty tough job, now finds himself able to make some quite
appreciable improvements in the basic rations of the whole country,
and in particular to improve the quantity and variety of the meals
available for the heavy worker during the coming winter. There
will be better Christmas dinners this year than last, and at the same
time more justification behind those dinners. It seems likely now
that we shall bring in several million tons more than the import
total which I mentioned in private to the House earlier in the year,
which total was itself sufficient to keep us going. We are now
within measurable distance of the immense flow of American new
building, to which, together with our own construction, we look to
carry us through 1942 and on progressively till the end of the war.
'I deprecate premature rejoicings over these considerable facts,
and I indulge in no sanguine predictions about the future. We
must expect that the enemy U-boat warfare, now conducted by
larger numbers of U-boats than ever before, supported by scores
of Fokke Wulfs, will be intensified. The U-boats will be beaten,
and kept beaten, only by a corresponding intensification of our own
measures and also, to put it very plainly, by that assistance which
we are receiving in increasing degree from other quarters. We
must not, I repeat, relax for an instant; nevertheless, the facts
that I have stated must be regarded as not entirely unsatisfactory,
and certainly they are most stultifying to Hitler, who so obligingly
warned us of his hopes and plans. This is, I think., aa apt illustra-
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